
Christmas 2019 
 

I’ve been involved in planning a lot of weddings.  And it 
seems that, more times than not, someone—the bride 
perhaps, or the bride’s mother, or maybe the wedding 
coordinator—has in mind to put on the perfect wedding. 

What that person imagines will make the wedding perfect 
tends to vary, but that it be perfect often becomes the goal 
of the project. 

Did God pick the perfect time to send his son into the 
world?  Was his plan for us carried out to perfection? 

In his letter to the Galatians St. Paul writes that, “when the 
fullness of time came God sent his Son….” I wonder what 
tipped God off that the fullness of time, the perfect 
moment, had arrived.  Surely, the fact that there was a 
woman, Mary, who was the perfect recipient of the grace 
required to be mother of the Savior, played into it. 

But were there other things that God took into 
consideration?  There was the pax romana.  The peace the 
Romans had brought, but what sort of peace was that?  The 
peace of the oppressor who held everything in such tight 
control that freedom lost out?  That does not seem like 
perfection, really. 

And then, there was Herod.  Hardly, the epitome of virtue.  
Hardly the kind of king you would want to have sitting on 
David’s throne. 

As Mary and Joseph made their way to Bethlehem to be 
counted for the census it surely must not have seemed like 
perfect timing on God’s part to a pregnant woman being 
jostled about on the back of a donkey as they went along. 
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As far as we can tell, the fullness of time that God had 
chosen didn’t seem all that perfect.  Seems like another 
time might have been more conducive. 

But the timing of Jesus birth really has to be judged by the 
intention God had in sending him into the world, and not so 
much by the particularities of the time of Jesus’ birth. 

St. John gives us the eagle’s sharp-eyed view of what is 
really going on:  God is sending light into the darkness, a 
light that will be not only light but life as well; a light and 
life that has power to make of us God’s own children. 

As it turns out, the temporal conditions into which the Son 
of God is born are less important than the completeness 
with which he accomplishes the work given to him. 

Just like the perfection, or lack thereof, of a wedding day 
has very little to do with the success of a lifetime together, 
Jesus’ birth in a stable in Bethlehem gives us important 
clues as to who it is that we’re dealing with but, from St. 
John’s perspective, is not so important as what Jesus 
accomplishes after that. 

The particularities of Jesus’ birth do highlight several of the 
truths that will be played out in the course the time to 
come.  But principle among these is the fact that, once 
Jesus is born, his life will be subject to the same concrete 
circumstances that applies to every human life.  St. Francis 
called this the humility of God. 

God, in the person of Jesus, was in just one place at a time 
just as we are.  He was subject to larger forces played out 
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among the power brokers of the world just as we are.  His 
blood ran red just are ours does. 

St. John has in mind to draw our focus away from 
particular historical facts to the eternal meaning:  In Jesus 
God has chosen to make his home with us.  But here’s the 
catch:  That’s not just for one moment in human history, 
one lifetime, but for every moment in time and for beyond 
all time. 

That choice will fit perfectly into our lives, our moment, 
with all their complexity and lack of perfection, and our 
persistent need to be saved.  The fullness of time for God to 
be born into our hearts is always this moment, this life we 
are living out in utter concreteness and continuing need. 

No stable required.  No shepherds.  No wise men.  Just 
hearts open to the invitation to trust and change and be 
made perfect in the eyes of God—the only eyes that matter. 

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts this holy day, 
and every day that comes after, until the work God has 
begun in you comes to its completion in his glorious 
kingdom. 


